VENUMADHAV

He reproduced a divorce case which he watched and heard
on a television programme at Toronto. He successfully imitated
the voices and the Canadian accent of the husband, the wife and
the judge. He could condense the 20 minutes play into 2 minutes
and his English was exactly like that of the Americans - accent,
intonation and alj that.

One of his popular and humorous, kits often broadcast
on the All India Radio was a 20 - minute piece of conversation
that took place in a Railway compartment between a boy, a girl
and an old man, interrupted for a few seconds by the hawker
who sold peas. It was his own invention. The way he imitated
the dialogue of the boy and the girl and spoke it in such quick
succession, made it very interesting. Venumadhav was at his best
when he impersonated the old man who coughed frequently
during the dialogue.

He reproduced the sounds and noises of all kinds with
admirable fidelity. He demonstrated how the Police Vans in
London, Montreal, Toronto and Sydney produced different kinds
of hootings. This ability to mimic the sounds associated with
inanimate objects was useful to him when he visited Paris in
connection with his European tour. After seeing the famous Eiffel
Tower, he wanted to go to the station where he could catch a
Tube Train, He did not know the name of the place. As he did
not know French, he could not communicate with the people
on the road. However, his talent for mimicry came to his rescue.
He stopped a pedestrian and made appropriate gestures imitating
the sound which was usually produced when the doors of the
compartments of the tube train automatically closed with die
starting of the train. With his eyes lit with instant recognition of
the sound, the pedestrian said raOhI Trocodaro?" and showed him
the way to the place.

In the course of his travels Venumadhav visited many
overseas countries. In 1965 he toured Australia aed Fiji isles in
the company of Sulrendra, the siagiMg dne^ctor The*f
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